Orleans Improvement Association
2017 Summer Update

Thank You for Supporting Along the
Garden Path
On Saturday, June 24th, the Orleans
Improvement Association held its 29th
annual Orleans garden tour. Despite the
unpredictable weather report and
noontime downpour, the gardens were
visited by approximately 550 people.
They strolled pathways bordered by
magnificent roses, hydrangeas and
perennials, discovered private pools and
enjoyed striking vistas of Mill Pond,
Nauset Beach and Town Cove. Gardens
were captured by plein air artists and depicted by Stephanie Foster
in her June 16th article in the Cape Codder and by Ed Maroney in
the Cape Cod Chronicle.
Local galleries and businesses, town departments, our dedicated
OIA board members and the many volunteers who assist us all play
an important role in the success of the tour. Thank you to The Farm,
Friend's Marketplace, Snow's Home and Garden and Agway in
Orleans, Chatham and Dennis, all of which sold garden tour tickets.
Ice cream was available from The Local Scoop Popmobile and
water was donated by Pretty Picky Properties. Our generous tour
sponsors included Friend's Marketplace, Ponderosa Marketplace,
Pretty Picky Properties and Snow's Home & Garden as well as
Cape Cod Five Cents Savings Bank, Cape Cod Stone, Hawk
Design, Mahoney's Atlantic Bar and Grill, Old Cape Sotheby's, The
Farm, William Raveis Real Estate, Hole in One Breakfast and
Lunch, The Local Scoop, Cove Road Real Estate, Bartlett Tree
Service, Bird Watcher's General Store, Brewster Sand and Gravel,
Cooke's Seafood, Crocker Nurseries, Flowers by Mary,
Hardman/Liberles Team at Old Cape Sotheby's, Hot Chocolate
Sparrow, Land Ho!, Lobster Claw Restaurant, Nauset Grill, PRO
Fence, Sunbird Cafe, The Beacon Room, The Knack, Orleans
Waterfront Inn, Unique Properties Real Estate, Weekend, Wilkinson
Ecological Design, Yardarm, and Zia Pizzeria and Cafe. Stop &
Shop donated the balloons, Armonk Print Shop of Armonk, NY
printed our tickets. Bob Tucker of Focalpoint Studios took
photographs along with two OIA board members. Master
gardeners from the Barnstable Master Gardeners Association were
present to answer questions in each garden.
The plein air artists included Alice Mongeau from the Alice Mongeau
Gallery, Jonathan McPhillips and Susan Overstreet from Helen
Addison Gallery, Denise Zompa of Left Bank Gallery, Jennifer
McCalmont, Sissi Sneve Schultz, Barbara Stone and Mary

Wojciechowski of Gallery 31 and Art DeWaltoff and Rosalie Nadeau
of Tree's Place. Their paintings were on display at the gallery
receptions after the tour where guests enjoyed wine and cheese.
OIA extends its sincere thanks to all of you who supported us as well
as to those who attended the tour. Your generosity enables us to
continue serving the Town of Orleans through the funding of special
projects and events.

Work Starts on Theresa's Way
Extension June 23rd
On March 9, 2017, OIA voted to
entirely fund the installation of Phase
II of Theresa's Way.
We thought this was a good time to
give you a little history lesson on
our largest and most ambitious project
yet.
Born in Orleans in 1866, Theresa
(Paine) Cummings was raised on her
father's clipper ships. Theresa was
known as a superb mariner and
while sailing, she learned math,
writing, and sewing. Theresa's father
installed a shipboard piano so she also became an accomplished
pianist. Theresa returned to Orleans and married H. K. Cummings
in 1888. H. K. Cummings ran a pants factory between Cove Road
and Main Street until it burned in 1905. H.K. then ran the Orleans
General Store at the corner of Main St. and Rte 6A. H.K.
documented much of late 19th century Orleans and Cape Cod in a
lively collection of photos, now at Snow Library.
Theresa and H. K. Cummings were outstanding philanthropists.
They donated substantial amounts of land to Orleans, including what
is now the Cove Road Town Landing, along with the land under the
Orleans Yacht Club. They also donated the land for the Orleans
Police and Fire Departments, seen here as "The Old Firehouse"
along with the adjacent land known as "Parish Park."
The Orleans Improvement Association's mission is to preserve and
enhance the Town of Orleans. In that spirit, OIA has partnered with
local architects and businesses to create a walkway honoring the
legacy of Theresa and H. K. Cummings. In addition to fully funding
this section of Theresa's Way, the OIA has also funded the
restoration of Parish Park. We are grateful to Aline Architecture and
the Old Firehouse Design Team for the volunteers hours devoted to
design development.
David Lyttle provided the engineering,
Ponderosa Landscaping is performing the construction and Spiegel
Electric is installing the electricity and lighting bollards along the path.
Thanks to Scott Barron and Bob and Heather Shortsleeve of Main
Street Wine and Gourmet for donating two bollards and to Joanna
Keeley for a generous donation.

OIA Participating in the Cape Cod Hydrangea Festival
For the first time OIA will be
participating in the Cape Cod
Hydrangea Festival,
sponsoring three private and
lovely Orleans gardens.
Tickets are $5.00 and will be
sold at the gardens and 100%
of the proceeds will benefit OIA
and your community. The
gardens being showcased
were not on display during our
annual tour on June 24th. So
join us once again, tour
beautiful gardens, attend
gardening classes and
hydrangea events and enjoy
local restaurant and business specials.
For more information visit: CapeCodHydrangeaFest.com
If you are interested in volunteering at the Hydangea Festival please
contact ckadzik@comcast.net

Flower Power
The OIA has been
collaborating for several
years with The Farm on
maintaining the beautiful
planters in Town. The
plantings are changed with the
season and watered during
the summer months. Terence
Richardson hates to have his picture taken unless its on a surf board
- but we managed to catch him with his hands in the dirt.
October 24, 2017
Save Your Appetites for the Art of Cooking
Once again some of Cape
Cods finest chefs will entice
your palettes with their culinary
skills in beautiful private
settings.
Stay tuned for more information
on the Chefs, their dishes and
ticket sales.
At the OIA June 8, 2017 Annual Meeting the 2017 - 2018 Board of Directors was
elected. Cick here to view OIA's new President and Board of Directors
Pat Perry/Past President

Did you know that.......
OIA, an all volunteer organization, has invested approximtely $325,000
to our mission of improving the character of Orleans? We have
raised this money from contributions from members, businesses and
private citizens both year round and seasonal. We have raised this
money from events we have sponsored - most noticeably our Garden
Tour and Art of Cooking fundraisers. YOUR TAX DEDUCTIBLE
DOLLARS ARE EVIDENT IN EVERY PROJECT AND EVERY
IMPROVEMENT.
So, please continue your support in 2017 - renew or become a donor,
sponsor an event or attend a fundraiser. You can make your tax
deductible donation on line.
Click here to Donate
Also visit our website for a list of all our projects, our Board Members
and outstanding Volunteer Corps.
Consider becoming a Board Member or a Volunteer.

STAY C ON N EC TED

Visit Us On Facebook
Read OIA Newsletter on Our Website
C lick Here

